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It has been a busy two weeks here at Courtwood with lots of exciting events taking place. This week we were delighted to welcome lots of prospective parents to view the

school ready for their child to start Reception in September. The response to the tours was very positive and we look forward to meeting parents at our final tour

scheduled for the 30th November.

On the 11th November, a special assembly was held at Courtwood to hold a minute silence at 11am. This allowed all students and staff to remember those who fought and

gave up their lives fighting for their country. It was also lovely to see many classes around the school partaking in various activities for Remembrance Day.

Winter Uniform

As the school days are getting colder, we would like to remind families that all children should now be wearing their winter uniform. This should consist of a green

jumper/ fleece with or without the Courtwood logo, white shirt/blouse/polo-shirt, grey trousers, grey skirt/pinafore, grey/dark green/black tights, grey/black/white

socks and all black school shoes. Teachers will be keeping an eye on the presentation of pupils and will be in contact if there are any irregularities to your child’s uniform.

Anti-bullying workshops

As part of our Anti-bullying week,

the children attended workshops

delivered by the drama company

‘Perform 4 Schools’.

This year’s Anti-bullying week has

been based around the theme of

‘One Kind Word’.

Attendance

We aim for all children to maintain 

a minimum attendance of 95% at 

school. 

Results for w/c 13th November 

Reception: 85.1% 

Year 1: 93.6%

Year 2: 97.8%

Year 3: 93.8%

Year 4: 96.5%

Year 5: 90.0%

Year 6: 92.9%

Team Points w/c 13th November 

1st place- Yellow with 76

2nd place- Green with 73

3rd place- Red with 56

4th place- Blue with 41

School Date Reminders
24th November – Great Fire of London 

Workshop

6th December – Whole School Nasal Flu 

Vaccinations

8th December - Year 1 & 2 Christingle

10th December - Save the children –

Christmas Jumper Day

14th & 15th December -Year 1 & 2 

Nativity to Parents & Carers

15th December -Reception Nativity to 

Parents & Carers

15th December -Treehouse Nativity to 

Parents & Carers

16th December -Whole School 

Christmas Parties KS1 AM & KS2 PM / 

Christmas Lunch

17th December -KS2 Carol Concert / 

Break up for the holiday at 2pm

4th January -Pupils return to school



School Fixtures

Football

15th November 

Courtwood 4 – 0 Beaumont Primary 

8th November 

Courtwood 6 - 1 Gilbert Scott 

Authors that are local to us!

Archie and Teegan, in Year 5,

wanted to contact the author Ross

Montgomery who wrote, ‘The Space

Tortoise’ so Mrs Squires wrote a

letter to the author. Archie and

Teegan wanted to tell Montgomery

how much they enjoyed reading his

book and how it influenced their

own writing. To their surprise,

Montgomery wrote a reply to Archie

and Teegan, and they are currently

waiting for copies of his signed

posters!

Children in Need Day

On Friday 19th November, Courtwood

held a ‘Break The Rules Day!’ to help

raise money for Children in Need.

Children were able to break the rules

by wearing something yellow, wearing

odd socks or silly tights, wearing their

own top or by having a crazy hair

style. All children that participated

had to bring in 50p that would go

towards the Children in Need charity.

Thank you to everyone who donated, 

as a school we raised £289.29!

Year 1 Guy Fawkes workshop

In the first week back after half term, the

Year 1 class became time travelers and

went back to 1605 to understand the true

meaning of Bonfire Night. Through their

drama workshop they learned all about Guy

Fawkes and his gunpowder plot!



What’s been happening around the school?

Reception
This week Reception were learning about

Remembrance Day. We watched videos to help us

understand what Remembrance Day is all about and

then spoke about poppies and why they are used as a

symbol of Remembrance. We worked together to

create large poppies using tissue paper, glitter and
pompoms.

Miss O’Leary

Year 1 
In Computing, Year 1 have been looking at

technology around us, focusing on using the mouse

and keyboard. They used a painting app to draw a

remembrance poppy and type a sentence.
Miss Eastmond

Year 2
In history our topic is the Great Fire of London, and

we are researching the reasons why the fire spread

so quickly. In DT with Mrs McCormack, we are

designing and making our own Tudor houses and have

started to build the structure of the house, ready to

cover and paint over the next few weeks. We can’t

wait to see the finished designs evolve over the next

few weeks.
Mrs Sisson



Year 3
In our DT lessons we have been learning the running

stitch in preparation for us designing and making a

Stone Age bag at the end of term.

Miss Allen

Year 4
This week in Year 4, we created a comic strip of a

chapter of our shared text. The children had to

create a short narrative, write speech bubbles, and

call outs.

Mrs Walizada

Year 5
As part of DT, Year 5 having been exploring catapults

and their mechanisms. They were given Lego and an

elastic band to try and create their own catapult.

After quite a challenge, they were all very

successful! Our next lesson will be making a catapult

using sticks and marshmallow.

Mrs Squires



Year 6
In their English lessons this week, Year 6 have

finished reading the story, ‘Street Child’ where they

were introduced to the character Dr Barney. The

children were amazed to find out that Dr Barney was

a real person in Victorian times named Dr Barnardo.

The children are going to be writing biographies on

Dr Barnardo and the work he achieved so they have

been researching about his life using various sources.

Miss Bird

Holly
This week in maths we have been learning about

money, we have been recognising different coins and

counting them. We went to the shops with Mrs

Harwood’s shopping list, we helped to find each item

on the list and put it in the shopping basket. We took

turns to pay for our shopping at the till using real

money! Some of us were given some change by the

shop keeper.

Mrs Filus and Mrs Harwood

Chestnut
In our English lessons, children have been typing a

final draft of their information text about trolls

which had to include lots of detailed information.

They included information about what they look like,

what they like/don’t like to eat, where they live,

what jobs they have and an interesting fact. The

children included adjectives, adverbs, expanded

noun phrases and relative clauses to add interest and

expand their writing.

Mrs Cook
The Truth About Trolls 

What do trolls look like? 

Trolls have razer, sharp daggers for fingers, green scaley skin and pongy, yellow 

feet.  Trolls can have pink, slimy brains that are very, very squishy.  They have 

fury, thick eyebrows and ripped, stained clothes. Trolls may have warty, wet 

noses, bleeding red ears and cheesy, sweaty breath.  Trolls also have evil, 

bulbous eyes, sharp, yellow teeth and yellow, smelly feet. They can have 

overgrown, smelly toenails, green, knobbly bodies, and hairy, smelly armpits. 

 

What do trolls like/ Don’t like to eat? 

Trolls like to eat chicken thighs, mashed potatoes and beetroot.  Additionally, 

they enjoy eating fish, marshmallows and broccoli.  Furthermore, they enjoy 

omelettes, steak and pork. Troll’s dislike slugs, goats and people.  Also, they 

don’t like rock candy, insects and mustard.  In addition, they don’t like grapes, 

cabbage and rice. 

 

Where Do Trolls Live? 

Trolls live in rainforests in Brazil. They like to live in the mossiest, dampest, tallest 

trees. Inside their tree house’s, they have large, wooden beds covered in wet, 

damp leaves and moss blankets and they attach lots of colourful parrot leaves 

to add a bit of colour. They eat at tables made of large pieces of dark brown, 

bark wood which camouflages them when they are eating from the likes of you 

and me. They use large palm leaves to wrap their food instead of knifes, forks 

and plates like we have. Some trolls live on their own some live with their 

families.  Their house's smell like rotting fish, damp leaves and moss. 

 

What Jobs do Trolls Have? 

Trolls like to hunt for a living, they hunt goats, hogs, and people. Some trolls 

make weapons out of branches and stones. However, some trolls have ordinary 

jobs like you and me some are doctors, scientists and fisherman.  Trolls also like 

to  work in construction, they build roads and houses. 


