
DT Knowledge Organiser: 
Year 2: Autumn Term 2

Structures: 
Buildings in The GFOL

Technical Knowledge

Let Me Introduce You To… Key Knowledge

Key Vocabulary

Word Definition

frame 
structure

building the inside supports first of something 
and then adding an outside covering

reinforce to make something stronger

stable something that does not fall over easily

cladding a material put on top of something else to 
protect it or make it look better

structure something that has been made and put 
together and can stand on its own

function the purpose of an object

architect a person who designs buildings 

material the matter from which a thing is made

Project: What makes a building 
stable and strong? 

This half term you will learn: 

• how to turn 2D nets into 3D 
structures;

• that the shape of materials can 
be changed to improve their 
strength and stiffness;

• to identify when a structure is 
more or less stable than 
another;

• which structures are the most 
stable;

• how to make a stable structure 
using card/paper, tape, glue etc;

• how to create a frame structure 
for support;

• how to create a cladding design 
to improve appearance and meet 
design criteria;

• to compare the stability of 
different 3D shapes;

• to test the strength of own 
structures;

• to evaluate the strength, 
stability and stiffness of your 
own structure. 

Frame Structures
There are different ways you can assemble frame structures. They 
could be made from materials such as wood, cardboard, paper, 
metal or plastic. 

triangular prism 
frame structure

cuboid frame 
structure

hexagonal based prism 
frame structure

Christopher Wren was a famous architect, who 
helped to design and rebuild 55 churches in 
London after the Great Fire of London in 1666. 
His masterpiece was St Paul’s Cathedral. 

Sir Christopher Wren

Some frame structures are 
used to protect things – a roof 
can be a frame structure – or 
to hold things, such as a milk 
carton or egg box. They need 
to be strong and stable and 
different materials can be 
added to help reinforce
them. 

Buildings and The Great Fire of London

400 streets, 13,200 houses, 87 churches, and 44 livery halls were destroyed by the fire between 
the 2nd – 5th September, 1666, in the Great Fire of London. 

Many of the City of London’s most iconic buildings 
were consumed: St Paul’s Cathedral, the Royal 
Exchange, Newgate Prison and Christ’s Hospital.

The fire spread quickly because the buildings were 
made of wood. The buildings were built very close 
together and it had also been a long, hot summer and 
the wooden buildings were very dry. The wind was 
strong which fanned the flames to nearby buildings.



DT Knowledge Organiser: 
Year 2: Summer Term 1
Cooking and Nutrition: 

Fruit Salad

Technical Knowledge

Let Me Introduce You To… Key Knowledge

Key Vocabulary

Word Definition

fruit
the sweet and fleshy product of a tree or other 
plant that contains seed and can be eaten as 
food

healthy in a good physical or mental condition

ingredients
any of the foods or substances that are 
combined to make a particular dish

recipe
a set of instructions for preparing a particular 
dish

slice cut something from something larger

peel
remove the outer covering or skin from a fruit 
or vegetable

blender

a person or thing that mixes things together, in 
particular an electric mixing machine used in 
food preparation for liquidizing, chopping, or 
pureeing

Project: Healthy fruit – what fruit 
would you choose for your fruit 
salad or smoothie?

This half term you will learn: 

• to prepare fruit safely to make a 
fruit salad or smoothie; 

• to slice fruit with a knife using 
the bridge or claw grip;

• where and how fruit is grown 
and visit the Edible Playground 
– what fruits do we have 
growing? 

• to follow the instructions within 
a recipe;

• to discuss individual preferences 
– which fruits you like or 
dislike;

• create a recipe for a healthy 
fruit salad or smoothie, 
considering the taste, texture, 
smell, and appearance;

• how to taste test your final 
product and talk about 
improvements; 

• describe the information that 
should be on a label if this 
product was to be sold.

What are fruits? 
Fruits contain seeds and come from the flower 
of a plant.

Jamie Oliver

Jamie Oliver is a famous 
chef is a British chef from 
Essex. In 2005, he opened 
a campaign, Feed Me 
Better, to introduce 
schoolchildren to 
healthier foods.  

Oliver began a formal campaign to ban unhealthy 
food in British schools and to get children eating 
nutritious food instead. He challenged the junk-
food culture by showing schools they could serve 
healthy meals that kids enjoyed eating. His efforts 
changed the types of food served in schools

What are vegetables?
Vegetables are all other plant parts, such as 
roots, leaves and stems. A lot of foods that are 
savoury rather than sweet, are typically 
considered vegetables by chefs.

banana grapes apple

strawberry pineapple orange

aubergine

pumpkin

cucumber

lettuce
brussels 
sprouts

cauliflower

The bridge grip The claw grip

This is a grip that helps keep 
your fingers safe when chopping. 
Your little finger and thumb hold 
the foodstuff down and the knife 
briefly runs over your knuckles, 
keeping your finger tips safe 
from sharp blades.

Hold the food to be cut between 
the fingers and thumb creating a 
bridge. The knife should go 
through the bridge to cut the 
food. This method ensures that 
fingers are out of the way as the 
knife cuts through the food.


