
DT Knowledge Organiser: 
Reception: Autumn Term 2

Cooking and Nutrition: 
Autumn Soup

Technical Knowledge

Let Me Introduce You To… Key Knowledge

Key Vocabulary

Word Definition

tools a device, held in the hand, to help do a job

grater
a device having a surface covered with holes 
edged by slightly raised cutting edges, used for 
grating cheese and other foods

knife
a device composed of a blade fixed into a 
handle, used for cutting

peeler
a device for removing the skin from fruit and 
vegetables

vegetables
a plant or part of a plant used as food, such as 
a cabbage or potato

recipe
a set of instructions for preparing a particular 
dish

safely
in a way that is not likely to cause or lead to 
harm or injury

allotment a plot of land for growing vegetables or flowers

Project:
Autumn soup – can we chop, peel, 
and slice the vegetables?

This half term you will learn: 

• to describe and group vegetables 
by texture and taste;

• begin to learn how to handle 
kitchen tools safely and use 
peelers, knives, and graters with 
adult support;

• to discuss individual preferences 
- which vegetables do you like 
or dislike? 

• how to taste test to inform your 
design by tasting each vegetable 
individually and discussing 
which ones would go well 
together in the vegetable soup;

• where and how vegetables are 
grown;

• to describe appearance, smell, 
and taste;

• to discuss what we could add to 
make the soup taste even better. 

There are lots of different tools you can use to help you when 
cooking. Some of them you could use are: 

vegetable peeler knife grater

It is important that you use these tools safely, by only using them 
when an adult is there to help you and show you how to use them 
safely by holding them properly etc. A recipe may list them as tools
you need to help you cook something.

Here are some different types of vegetables. Can you name them all? Have you tried any of 
them at home? Can you describe what they taste and feel like? 

potato cabbage carrot parsnip sweet potato

onion peas leek mushroom broccoli

Allotments

An allotment is somewhere where you use the 
land to grow fruits, vegetables and flowers. 
Our Edible Playground at Courtwood is like an 
allotment. Lots of people eat the fruits and 
vegetables they grow. 



DT Knowledge Organiser: 
Reception: Spring Term 2

Textiles: 
Minibeasts

Technical Knowledge

Let Me Introduce You To… Key Knowledge

Key Vocabulary

Word Definition

join to link or connect

staples
a tiny U-shaped metal bar with pointed ends for 
driving into wood to hold things in place

glue a substance to stick objects together

tape
a narrow strip of material, typically used to hold 
or fasten something

treasury tags
an item of stationery used to fasten sheets of 
paper together

puppet
a figure that is moved by a person for a 
performance

minibeast a small creature like a spider, snail or earthworm

traditional long-established

Project: Make a paper/card 
minibeast hand puppet using a 
template, selecting a suitable 
joining method.

This half term you will learn: 

• to explore different joining 
methods: stapling, gluing, 
taping, hole punching and using 
treasury tags;

• how to choose a suitable joining 
method;

• how to use a template to create 
a design for a minibeast hand 
puppet;

• to cut materials using scissors 
with adult support;

• to follow a sequence of 
instructions to make a product;

• to explain how you have joined 
the paper/card to make a 
product;

• to talk about what you like and 
dislike about your hand puppet.

There are lots of different ways you can join materials.  

You can use a stapler and staples.

You can use glue.

You can use tape.

You can use a hole punch and treasury tags.

A puppet is a figure that is moved by a person, 
usually for a performance of some kind. The 
figure can be of a person, an animal, an object, 
or even a made-up creature. People throughout 
the world use puppets to entertain each other, to 
celebrate holidays, and to teach lessons.

Minibeasts are 'small creatures', like 
worms, snails, insects and spiders. The 
scientific term for them is 'invertebrates' –
a creature without a backbone. Here are 
some examples of minibeasts. 

snail

earthworm

spider

Punch and Judy

Punch and Judy is the traditional puppet
show featuring Mr. Punch and his wife Judy. 
Mr Punch has been performing in the UK for 
over 350 years. The diarist, Samuel Pepys, 
noted the first recorded mention of the 
puppet show in Covent garden, London, in 
May 1662.  



DT Knowledge Organiser: 
Reception: Summer Term 1

Structures: 
Home for the Gruffalo

Technical Knowledge

Let Me Introduce You To… Key Knowledge

Key Vocabulary

Word Definition

structure
something that has been made and put 
together and can stand on its own

build putting parts or materials together

material the matter from which a thing is made

stable something that does not fall over easily

frame 
structure

building the inside supports first of something 
and then adding an outside covering

tripod a structure with 3 supporting legs

architect someone who designs buildings

construct to build something

Project: Build a home for the 
Gruffalo 

This half term you will learn: 

• about different types of 
structures;

• how to make a stable structure 
using sticks in the woods;

• how to create a frame structure 
and then use sticks in the woods 
to make a lean-to den or a 
tripod den;

• how to include individual 
preferences and requirements in 
a design;

• how to talk about what is good 
about your structure – what 
will the Gruffalo like about his 
home? 

A frame is a structure for a building. The 
frame supports the walls and roof. A frame 
can be made from materials such as wood, 
cardboard, paper, metal or plastic. The walls 
and roof are made from bricks or tiles for a 
house. 

What does an architect do? 
An architect is someone 
who designs and draws 
plans for a building. 

What does a builder do? 
A builder is someone who 
will follow the plans and 
construct a building using 
wood, bricks, concrete and 
other materials. 

How can you make your den a strong and stable structure?

You can use a tree to lean sticks 
against or to help you create an 
‘A frame’ structure. 

Tying 3 thick 
sticks together to 
make a tripod
will create a 
frame which you 
can lean smaller 
sticks against.  

What materials 
can you think of 
that the Gruffalo 
might use to 
build a frame
from for his 
home? 



DT Knowledge Organiser: 
Reception: Summer Term 2

Mechanisms: 
Split Pin Puppet

Technical Knowledge

Let Me Introduce You To… Key Knowledge

Key Vocabulary

Word Definition

up towards a higher place or position

down towards a lower place or position

left movement towards the left

right movement towards the right

puppet
a figure that is moved by a person for a 
performance

directions the way something or someone moves

explain give a reason for something

split pin
a metal pin with two arms passed through a 
hole, held in place by the springing apart of 
the arms

Project: Can we follow a design to 
make a split pin moving puppet? 

This half term you will learn: 

• learn how to move the parts on 
their split pin puppet

• use the vocabulary: up and 
down, left and right to describe 
movement

• use a template to make a 
product

• include individual preferences in 
design

• follow a sequence of instructions 
to make a product

• explain how my puppet moves
• talk about what I like and 

dislike

These are split pins. You can join two pieces of paper together using a 
split pin, by making a hole through both pieces 
and securing the pin in place. The two pieces of 
paper will be able to move slightly. 

You can use a split pin to join the 
paper wherever you want something 
to move – on a dog puppet you might 
want the head, legs and tail to move 
for example. 

Directions are based on a compass and are North, 
South, East and West. East is always to the right 
and West is always to the left. 
Using ‘left’ and ‘right’ helps us know which way to 
move our bodies, or to identify different parts of 
our body on each side e.g. left arm and right arm.  

left right
up down

Puppets

Puppets usually look like humans, animals or 
magical creatures and are moved by a person 
called a puppeteer, to put on a show for people 
to watch. There have been lots of famous 
puppets with their own TV shows. Some of the
most famous are Sooty and Sweep, Muffin the
Mule, Andy Pandy and Thunderbirds. 


