
                                                                                                                               

Ways for Parents to encourage Attendance 
 

1. Establish GOOD ATTENDANCE HABITS. Children look to you as role 

models, show them it’s important. 

2. Start now. The earlier you start the better and the easier it will be. 

3. Talk regularly with your child about school and how they feel about it. 

Children are more likely to want to attend and learn if they feel supported 

and know their anxieties are being listened to. 

4. Phone on the first day, to let the school know, why your child is absent 

and when you expect them to return. Putting the school number in your 

phone saves time. 

5. Only allow days at home for genuine illness (you will know!) Lack of 

consistency now leads to problems later. 

6. Arrange for a friend or neighbour to take your child to school if a sibling 

is sick. It’s not fair to prevent a child from learning. 

7. DO NOT take holidays in term time. Head Teachers no longer have the 

authority to authorise them. 

8. Know routines of the school day to avoid issues. Registration starts at 

8:45; doors are locked at 8:50am, entry is then through main reception. 

Registers officially close at 9:15am  

9. Help your child get ready the night before e.g. school bag or reading book. 

10. Establish a good bedtime routine, so your child can sleep well; get enough 

sleep and making getting up in the mornings less of a struggle. 

11. Set an alarm clock, rushing is unsettling. Allow plenty of time to travel to 

school. 

12. Praise and REWARD GOOD ATTENDANCE. Even for small successes, like 

getting ready quickly, even if resisting going to school. 

13. Be watchful and supportive in the run up to tests in school and be aware 

of friendship groups. 

14. Consider going to the breakfast club if punctuality is an issue.  

 
 

FINALLY, If there is a problem with your child’s attendance…… 

Contact the school immediately to talk to them. They WILL do 

their best to help. 
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