
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Key Vocabulary 
old something from a long time ago 

new something that has been made recently 

modern the present time 

Victorian The time of Queen Victoria’s reign. 1837 – 1901. 

mechanical a way a toy moves is mechanical 

wooden a hard substance made from wood 

metal a material that is polished 

plastic a material that can be moulded 

electronic is battery or mains operated 

material a substance that makes an object 

thaumatrope  a toy which combines two pictures to make one 

President a leader of a country 

19th century 20th century 21st century 
Victorian Toys Early 20th Century Toys Grandparent’s Toys Parents’ Toys Your Toys 

     

History: Old and New Toys 
Year 1: Spring Term 2 

 
How long have toys existed?  
Toys have existed for thousands of years. They were 
made out of the materials that were available at the 
time. Even stones and string have been made into toys.  
 
What were toys made of during the Victorian age?  
Toys were mainly made of wood, paper, and metal 
during the Victorian age.  
 
What toys did Victorian children play with?  
Rich Victorian children played with toys such as 
clockwork trains, rocking horses, tea sets and dolls. 
Poorer children played with homemade toys such as peg 
dolls, wooden boats and rags stuffed with sawdust to 
make balls or toy animals.  
 
What are modern toys made of?  
Modern toys are mainly made of plastic. This is because 
it is usually safer and easier to make things with.  
 
How are modern toys different?  
Many modern toys use electricity to work. Computers 
and consoles were invented in the 20th century.  

John Spilsbury (1739 – 1769) 
Invented the first jigsaw puzzle in 1767. He 
designed them for educational purposes.  
 
Teddy Roosevelt (1858 – 1919) 
Teddy bears were made in the early 1900s, 
and are named after Teddy Roosevelt, an 
American president. He saved a bear cub 
from hunters and newspapers printed the 
story.  
 
Ole Kirk Christianssen (1891 – 1958) 
The Lego Group got its start in the carpentry 
workshop of Ole Kirk Christiansen. He 
started making wooden toys in 1932. He 
began calling his company “Lego" in 1934, 
based upon the Danish phrase leg godt, 
which means “play well." The Lego Group 
began making its famous plastic interlocking 
blocks in 1949. 

The yo-yo is believed to be the world’s second oldest toy, after dolls. 
Though it’s exact origin is unknown, it’s believed that it was invented in 

Ancient China 

General Knowledge Famous Figures 

DID YOU KNOW? 


