
 

 

  

Knowledge Organiser: To Be or Not to Be? (Local Area Study) 
Year 6: Spring Term 1 

When: Timeline of Key Events 
April 23rd 

1564 
1571 November 

27th 1582 
1585 1593 1595 -1596 1598 -1599 1606 1613 

William 
Shakespeare 
was born in 
Stratford-
upon-Avon  

 
 
 

Shakespeare 
started 
grammar 
school 

Shakespeare 
married 

Anne 
Hathaway 

Shakespeare 
leaves his life 
in Stratford 
to start his 

theatre career 
in London 

Shakespeare’s 
first poem was 
published, and 

his plays 
started to be 
performed by 

different 
theatre groups 

in London 

Shakespeare 
writes A 

Midsummer 
Night’s 

Dream and 
Romeo and 

Juliet 

The Globe 
theatre is 
built and 

Shakespeare 
is part-
owner  

Macbeth 
is written 

The Globe 
Theatre burns 
to the ground. 

It is later 
rebuilt and 

able to open in 
1614 

What: Key Vocabulary 

Word Definition 
theatre a building or outdoor area in which 

plays and other dramatic 
performances are given. 

scene a sequence of continuous action in a 
play, film, opera, or book. 

act a main division of a play, ballet, or 
opera. 

play a dramatic work for the stage or to 
be broadcast. 

characters a person in a novel, play, or film. 
stage 
directions 

an instruction in the text of a play 
indicating the movement, position, or 
tone of an actor, or the sound 
effects and lighting. 

sonnet a poem of fourteen lines using 
typically having ten syllables per line. 

Globe 
theatre 

a theatre in Southwark, London, 
where many of Shakespeare's plays 
were first publicly performed.  

comedies plays intended to make the audience 
laugh. 

tragedies a play dealing with tragic events and 
having an unhappy ending 

histories a historical play.  
 

Who: Key Figures from the time 

Name/Picture Why significant 

 
William Shakespeare 

1564 - 1616 

Shakespeare is a 
famous British 
playwright, which 
means he’s someone 
who wrote plays. 
Shakespeare is 
considered to be one of 
the most talented 
writers of all time. 

 
Elizabeth I 

Elizabeth I was one of 
the most famous 
queens England ever 
had. She was the last 
Tudor monarch (a 
monarch is a king or 
queen). 

 
James I 

 

He was the first 
monarch to be called 
King of Great Britain. 
His reign was important 
as it was the first time 
England and Scotland 
agreed to have the 
same monarch. 

Background Information 

William Shakespeare was born on April 26th 1565 in 
Stratford-upon Avon, England and died April 23rd 1616. He 
was famous for being a play writer, actor and poet and had 
many successful plays that are still being performed today. 
His best known plays were Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth and 
Hamlet.  
Shakespeare lived around the late 16th century and early 
17th century, and in between the reigns of Queen Elizabeth 
I and King James I. Both of them saw some of the plays he 
wrote, which are still performed today. Some of the 
phrases that Shakespeare wrote have even become part of 
our everyday language! 
Shakespeare wrote three different kinds of plays – 
comedies (funny plays), tragedies (sad plays) and histories 
(plays about a real person). A different colour flag would be 
flown from the top of the theatre so people would know 
which play was about to be performed – white meant a 
comedy would be performed, red a history, and black or 
dark colours meant a tragedy. 

 

Diagrams/maps etc 

 

The Globe Theatre 


