
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge Organiser: Evolution  
Year 6: Spring Term 1 Extended Specialist Vocabulary 

      Word Definition 
New Vocabulary 

evolution The process by which different kinds 
of living organism are believed to have 
developed from earlier forms during 
the history of the earth 

variation the occurrence of an organism in more 
than one distinct colour or form 

advantageous creating favourable circumstances that 
increase the chances of success or 
effectiveness 

natural 
selection 

the process whereby organisms better 
adapted to their environment tend to 
survive and produce more offspring 
Revised Vocabulary 

habitat the natural home or environment of an 
animal, plant, or other organism 

extinct no longer in existence 

irreversible not able to be undone or altered 

microhabitat a habitat which is of small or limited 
extent and which differs in character 
from some surrounding more extensive 
habitat 

life cycle the series of changes in the life of an 
organism including reproduction 

food chain a series of organisms each dependent 
on the next as a source of food 

source from where something originates 

adaptation the process of change by which an 
organism or species becomes better 
suited to its environment 

reproduction the production of offspring 

environment the surroundings or conditions in which 
a person, animal, or plant lives or 
operates 

species a group of living organisms consisting of 
similar individuals capable of exchanging 
genes or interbreeding 

characteristic a feature or quality belonging typically 
to a person, place, or thing and serving 
to identify them 

 

Who: Scientific Influences 

Name/Picture Why significant 

 
Charles Darwin 

His proposition that all 
species of life have 
descended over time 
from common ancestors is 
now widely accepted, and 
considered a foundational 
concept in science. 1809 – 
1882.  

 
Mary Anning 

An English fossil collector, 
dealer and palaeontologist 
who became known around 
the world for important 
finds she made in Jurassic 
marine fossil beds in the 
cliffs along the English 
channel at Lyme Regis.  
1799 – 1847.  

 

 
Alfred Russell 

Wallace 

1823 – 1913. British 
naturalist. His paper on 
evolution was jointly 
published with some of 
Charles Darwin's writings in 
1858.  

 

Diagrams/maps etc 

 

     

Sticky Knowledge 
Know that all life on Earth began from a single point around 4.5 
billion years ago. 

Know that living things change over time and that this gradual 
change is called evolution. 

Know that natural selection is the cause of this change; natural 
selection works as across a species there is natural variation 
within a species; there is also competition to survive and 
reproduce – these characteristics are passed down to their 
offspring; members of a species with less advantageous 
characteristics do not survive and reproduce – these 
characteristics are not passed down to offspring.  
Know that offspring vary and are not identical to their parents. 

Know that Charles Darwin posited this theory of evolution by 
natural selection.  

Know that the gradual change of species over millions of years 
can be observed by looking at examples of fossils. 

 

Possible Scientific Enquiry Questions 
Observing over time Can you classify these observations 

of fossils into evidence for the idea 
of evolution, and evidence against? 

Identifying, classifying 
and grouping 

Compare the skeletons of apes, 
humans and Neanderthals – how are 
they similar and how are they 
different?  

Comparative testing What is the most common eye colour 
in our class?  

Research using 
secondary sources 

What happened when Charles Darwin 
visited the Galapagos islands?  

 


