
 

  
Art Knowledge Organiser: Year 6: Spring Term 1 

Final Outcome:  

To create a painting depicting a stage in the 
evolution of a human/animal.  

Parameters:  

To use close observation of form to create their 
evolutionary form.  

Can create different effects using painting 
techniques.  

Key Vocabulary 

Word Definition 
evolution the process by which different kinds of 

living organism are believed to have 
developed from earlier forms during the 
history of the earth 

natural 
selection  

the process whereby organisms better 
adapted to their environment tend to 
survive and produce more offspring 

species a group of living organisms consisting of 
similar individuals capable of exchanging 
genes or interbreeding 

ancestors a person, typically one more remote than 
a grandparent, from whom one is 
descended 

traits a distinguishing quality or characteristic, 
typically one belonging to a person 

generations all of the people born and living at about 
the same time, regarded collectively 

ecological the relation of living organisms to one 
another and to their physical 
surroundings 

theories a system of ideas intended to explain 
something 

transmutation How ‘evolution’ was known circa 1825 

agnostic a person who believes that nothing is 
known or can be known of the existence 
or nature of God 

 

Key Figures/Events from the period 

Name/Picture Significance 
Charles Darwin 

 

He changed the way 
humans viewed 
themselves and the 
world around them 
through his ideas on 
evolution. 1809 - 
1882. 

Alfred Wallace 

 

1823 – 1913. British 
naturalist. His 
paper on evolution 
was jointly 
published with some 
of Charles Darwin's 
writings in 1858. 

Erasmus Darwin 
1731 - 1802 

 
 

A doctor whose 
book ‘Zoonomia’ had 
set out a radical 
and highly 
controversial idea - 
that one species 
could 'transmute' 
into another. 

Key Artist Background Information:  

Charles Darwin was an English naturalist who changed the 
way humans viewed themselves and the world around them 
through his amazing ideas on evolution and natural selection. 
Charles Darwin was born in England on the 12th of February 
1809; he died on the 19th of April 1882. He is most famous 
for his work on natural selection, the idea that all species of 
life have evolved over time from common ancestors. This 
process involves favourable traits becoming more common in 
successive generations of living things while at the same time 
unfavourable traits become less common. His research 
included a five-year voyage on the HMS Beagle. On this 
voyage, Darwin visited ecologically diverse regions such as 
Brazil, Chile, Australia, the Falkland Islands and the 
Galapagos Islands. 

   Focus: 

 

 

Pre and Post Learning Challenge:  

(what do the children need to have done in 
lessons to be able to show progress) 

 Learned how the sequence of pictures 
depicts each stage of evolution.  

 Tried out painting techniques to 
create detail in final piece.  

 Explored the sketches of Darwin, 
understanding stylistic features.  


