
 

 

  

Art Knowledge Organiser: Year 5: Spring Term 1 

Final Outcome:  

A painted historiated initial, depicting a scene 
from the class English text.   

Parameters:  

Initial must reflect the accompanying text 

Must be highly decorative in design 

Must use gold or silver to be illuminated 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Word Definition 
illuminated decorate (a page or initial 

letter in a manuscript) with 
gold, silver, or coloured 
designs 

manuscript a book, document, or piece of 
music written by hand rather 
than typed or printed 

initial the first letter of a name or 
word 

historiated decorated with designs 
representing scenes from the 
text. 

period a portion of time in the life of 
a nation 

text a book or other written or 
printed work 

provenance the place of origin or earliest 
known history of something 

decorated make (something) look more 
attractive by adding extra 
items or images to it 

 

Anglo-Saxon Art & Craft 

Name/Picture Significance 
Metalwork Craft 

 

The Fuller Broch – 9th 
century. They created 
buckles, jewellery and 
purse fittings which were 
made from gold, silver and 
bronze. The metal was 
beaten and engraved, 
often with dots and 
dashes representing the 
fur of animals. 

Ivory and Bone 
Carving 

 

The Anglo-Saxons carved 
ivory and bone using ivory 
from the tusks of 
walruses and bones from 
whales. This late 10th 
century cross, shows 
Christ carved from ivory. 

Tapestry 

 
 

The Anglo Saxons were 
skilled in textile crafts 
though not many examples 
survived the last 2000 
years. The most famous is 
the Bayeux Tapestry 
which was made in typical 
Anglo-Saxon style. 

 

Key Artist Background Information:  

“Anglo-Saxon manuscript illumination” refers to manuscripts produced in 
England, or by Anglo-Saxon scribes and illuminators working elsewhere, 
between the period c. 600 CE to c. 1100 CE. In Medieval times, all books 
were hand written and decorated by hand, usually by priests and monks. 
They were seen as very precious works of art, and you had to be very skilled 
to produce them. Anglo-Saxon manuscript illumination can consist simply of 
decorated initials, but it also includes elaborately decorated manuscripts 
filled with golden letters and full-page narrative miniatures. It is not limited 
just to religious manuscripts (though most of the most luxuriously 
decorated manuscripts are religious); medical and “scientific” manuscripts, 
histories, charters and legal manuscripts, poetic texts, and calendars were 
also illuminated. In general, Anglo-Saxon illumination is characterized by a 
love of expressive line (line drawing is a major art form) and colour wash. 
The Anglo-Saxons are also credited with inventing several types of image 
including the historiated initial (an initial containing an abbreviated 
narrative or image related to the text that follows.) In almost all 
manuscripts, whatever their date or provenance, illumination and text work 
very closely together.  

Focus: Historiated Initial   

  

Pre and Post Learning Challenge:  

(what do the children need to have done in 
lessons to be able to show progress) 

 Discussed the types of texts 
illuminated letters were used in. 

 Know the materials and techniques 
used by Anglo-Saxons to create them. 

 Understand the meanings attributed. 


