
Courtwood Primary School, Pre and Post Learning Challenge, 2019 
 

 

 

  

Art Knowledge Organiser: Year 4: Spring Term 1 

 Final Outcome:  
To create a 3D fish decorated in a cubist style 

 
Parameters:  

 Must use cubism style designs to decorate 
their fish 

 Must be able to join their fish to create a 3D 
object 

 Must be able to explain the reason/content of 
their design 

Key Vocabulary 

Word Definition 
Cubism an early 20th-century style and 

movement in art, especially 
painting, in which perspective with 
a single viewpoint was abandoned 
and use was made of simple 
geometric shapes 

experimental involving a radically new and 
innovative style 

influences the capacity to have an effect on 
the development of something 

approach a way of dealing with a situation 
or problem 

reality the state of things as they 
actually exist, as opposed to an 
idealistic or notional idea of them 

decorate make (something) look more 
attractive by adding extra items 
or images to it 

annotate add notes to (a text or diagram) 
giving explanation or comment 

abstract  art that does not attempt to 
represent external reality, but 
rather seeks to achieve its effect 
using shapes, colours, and 
textures 

 

Key Figures/Events from the period 

Name/Picture Significance 
Pablo Picasso 
(1881 – 1973) 

 

Spanish painter, 
sculptor, printmaker, 
and ceramicist, one 
of the greatest 
artists of the 20th 
century and co-
creator of Cubism.  

Georges Braque 
(1882 - 1963) 

 

Parisian painter from 
the 20th century. He 
was most well known 
for being the 
founder of Cubism 
alongside Picasso.  

Cubism 
Cubism was a revolutionary new approach to 
representing reality invented in around 1907–
08 by Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque. 
They brought different views of subjects 
(usually objects or figures) together in the 
same picture, resulting in paintings that 
appear fragmented and abstracted. 

Key Artist Background Information:  

Picasso was born in Malaga in Spain in 1881, but in 1904 when he 
was 23 he moved to Paris. Paris was the capital of the avant-garde, 
which means cutting-edge and very cool. Picasso became friends 
with lots of artists and writers, like Georges Braque who he 
invented cubism with. He became interested in art from other 
continents too. You can see some of these influences in his 
paintings. Picasso was so experimental, and created so many 
different kinds of art that historians have divided his life and the 
art he made into stages. The Blue Period and the Rose Period came 
first (when he used lots of blue and pink to make paintings). These 
were followed by primitivism, cubism, classicism (when he created 
more traditional or classic artworks), surrealism, wartime and Late 
Works. One of his most famous periods is the cubist period. The 
painting below is one of his cubist pictures. Cubism is when the 
artist paints an object, like a bottle, from lots of different angles 
all in the same picture. So you see the front, the back and the 
sides of the bottle at the same time. In a way, it’s a bit like having 
x-ray eyes!  

Focus: Fishing with Picasso by Linda Paul and  
Weeping Woman by Picasso.  

    

Pre and Post Learning Challenge:  

(what do the children need to have done in 
lessons to be able to show progress) 

 Learned about Picasso. 
 Learned what Cubism typically 

looks like in art work.  
 Had a go at drawing objects in a 

cubist style, from different 
angles in the same picture.  


