
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge Organiser: Animals including Humans 
Year 2: Spring Term 1 

Who: Scientific Influences 

Name/Picture Why significant 

 
Charles Darwin 
1809 – 1882. 

Discovered the theory 
that species change over 
time (evolution). Some 
animals survive over time 
and others don’t because 
of how the world changes.  

 
Gregor Mendel 

1822 - 1884 

Founded the science of 
genetics; identified many 
of the rules of heredity; 
identified recessive and 
dominant traits, and that 
traits are passed from 
parents to offspring in a 
mathematically 
predictable way. 

 

 

Extended Specialist Vocabulary 

      Word Definition 
New Vocabulary 

reproduction when living things make a new 
living thing of the same kind 

offspring the child of an animal 

adult  a fully grown up animal or plant 

survival continuing to live or exist 

temperature the degree of heat present in a 
substance or object 

hygiene how clean something is (to stay 
healthy and stop disease and 
illness spreading) 

exercise a physical activity to keep your 
body fit 

nutrition  food needed to live for health 
and growth 

develop  to grow and become stronger. 

life cycle  the changes living things go 
through to become an adult 

dehydrate to lose water (dry out) 

diet  the food and water that an 
animal needs. 

 Revision Vocabulary 
growth the process of increasing in size 

habitat the natural home or environment 
of an animal or plant 

nutrients a substance that provides 
nourishment 

consumption the action of eating or drinking 
something 

 

Sticky Knowledge 

Know that plants and animals produce offspring that grow into 
adults 

Know that animals, including humans, need food, water and air to 
survive 

Know the basic food groups: fruit and vegetables, 
carbohydrates, protein, dairy, fat and sugary foods 

Know that more than half of our diet should be made up of 
carbohydrates, fruit and vegetables 

Know that fats and sugary foods should be eaten rarely and in 
small amounts 

Know that people need to exercise often to help their body stay 
fit and strong 

Know that keeping clean, including washing and brushing teeth, is 
an important part of staying healthy 

 

Possible Scientific Enquiry Questions 
Observing over 

time 
How much food and drink do I 
have over a week?  

Pattern seeking Which age group of children 
wash their hands most in a day?  

Identifying, 
classifying and 

grouping 

Which offspring belongs to 
which animal?  

Comparative 
testing 

Do bananas make us run faster?  

Researching 
using secondary 

sources 

What food do you need in a 
healthy diet and why?  


