
 

 

  

Knowledge Organiser: Everyday Materials 
Year 1: Spring Term 1 

Who: Scientific Influences 

Name/Picture Why significant 

 
Ole Kirk 

Christiansen 

1891 – 1958. Founder 
of the LEGO Group 
company who came up 
with the name Lego in 
1949. He was born in 
Denmark and worked 
as a carpenter for 
most of his life.  

 
Charles Mackintosh 

1868 – 1928. The 
inventor of 
waterproof fabric. 
The Mackintosh 
raincoat is named 
after him. He was a 
leading figure in Art 
Nouveau.  

 

Diagrams/maps etc 

 

Extended Specialist Vocabulary 

      Word Definition 
New Vocabulary 

absorb take in or soak up 

matter a physical substance 

property a characteristic of something 

wood the hard material that forms the 
main substance of the trunk or 
branches of a tree 

plastic A man-made material which can be 
rigid or slightly elastic 

glass A hard transparent substance, used 
to make windows etc 

metal a solid material which is typically 
hard and shiny 

water a colourless, transparent, liquid 
that forms the seas, lakes, rivers, 
and rain 

rock any natural material, usually but not 
always hard and strong 

material a physical substance that  
things can be made from 

smooth  an even and regular surface 

bendy  soft and flexible 

waterproof  repels water and liquids 

absorbent  able to soak up liquid 

transparent  can be seen through 

opaque cannot be seen through 

soft not firm to the touch 

stretchy can be made longer or wider 
without breaking 

stiff not easily bent or changed in shape 

shiny reflects light, smooth surface 

dull lacking shine or brightness 

rough uneven, irregular surface 

hard not easily broken or pierced 

Sticky Knowledge 

Know from observation how to distinguish between 
materials made of wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, rock. 
Know that an object is made from/of a material. 

Know that materials can be hard, soft, strong, weak, 
absorbent, heavy, light, solid and runny, smooth and 
rough; these descriptions denote the properties of a 
material. 
Know that matter (stuff) is made from tiny building 
blocks. 

 

Possible Scientific Enquiry Questions 
Observing over 

time 
What happens to materials 
over time if we bury them in 
the ground? 

Pattern seeking Is there a pattern in the 
types of materials that are 
used to make objects in a 
school?  

Identifying, 
classifying and 

grouping 

We need to choose a 
material to make an 
umbrella. Which materials 
are waterproof?  
 
Which materials will float 
and which will sink?  

Comparative 
testing 

Which materials are the 
most flexible?  
 
Which materials are the 
most absorbent?  

 


